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The ACLU of Minnesota is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting the civil liberties of all Minnesotans under the United States and Minnesota constitutions.  We have 8,500 members throughout Minnesota, and promote our mission through litigation, public education and lobbying efforts.
The ACLU of Minnesota strongly supports HF 2552.  This is an important, timely effort to regulate the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), commonly known as “drones,” by establishing rules and standards for their operation, protections for individual privacy, and transparent public oversight.  

Today more than ever before, Minnesotans are both aware of the powerful new surveillance technologies available to law enforcement agencies and concerned about how these technologies are being used.  Just last month, the Star Tribune conducted a poll that found that 63% of those surveyed were “somewhat” or “very concerned” about the amount of personal information that the State of Minnesota and law enforcement collects on individuals.

Drone technology brings with it many opportunities, from more affordable ways to gather information for traffic reports to more efficient ways to count deer in a forest.  Unregulated, however, warrantless drone operations could interfere with Minnesotans’ reasonable expectation of privacy, chill First Amendment-protected activities, and lead to discriminatory targeting.  
To be clear, the ACLU of Minnesota is not opposed to the use of new surveillance technologies, such as unmanned aerial vehicles, in policing.  The work of our law enforcement agents is important and we all have an interest in it being done effectively.  However, we believe that safety should not come at the expense of civil liberties.

Minnesota law enforcement agencies have expressed interested in using domestic drones and may be doing so in the near future.  The unmanned aerial vehicles that are likely to take to Minnesota skies are powerful tools, and the technology is evolving rapidly.  
Drones are not like helicopters or any other police vehicle.  They are not subject to the same practical limitations as helicopters, which are costly and require trained, human pilots, launch pads and flight and ground crews.  Rather, drones are cheap, small and quiet.  Because of these fundamental differences, they are particularly well-suited to secret surveillance.  
We have serious concerns about the use of unmanned aerial vehicle surveillance technology to collect information about individuals not suspected or any crime.  The pace at which surveillance technology has evolved in recent years has far outstripped the pace at which laws have adapted to protect individuals’ privacy.  It is incumbent upon state lawmakers to protect Minnesota residents’ privacy and ensure that this emerging technology is used responsibly in this state, not for warrantless surveillance of our ordinary, day-to-day lives.  It is a core value in our society that we do not watch innocent people just in case they do something wrong.  

HF 2552 strikes the right balance by permitting law enforcement use of drones in private areas only in emergencies or with a probable cause warrant issued by a judge.  
It also requires data minimization by prohibiting law enforcement from identifying anyone other than the target that justified the warrant and drone deployment, and requires that data on bystanders be deleted promptly.  

In addition, HF 2552 contains two important mechanisms for public accountability.  First, it requires a governmental entity to obtain approval from its legislative body before acquiring drones.  Second, it establishes a reporting requirement to keep policymakers and the public informed about drone use in the state.  
Minnesota should join Florida, Idaho, Illinois, Montana, North Carolina, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia in passing legislation to regulate government use of this powerful technology, before our skies are swarming with video cameras and other high tech surveillance tools.  Accordingly, we respectfully urge this Committee to support HF 2552.  
� http://www.startribune.com/politics/246050161.html.
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