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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS:

WHAT TO DO IF YOU'RE STOPPED
BY POLICE, THE FBI OR
IMMIGRATION ACLU

YOUR RIGHTS

= You have the right to remain = You have the right to a
silent. If you wish to exercise lawyer if you are arrested.
that right, say so out loud. Ask for one immediately.

= You have the right to refuse to = You have the right to record
consent to a search of yourself,  police actions as long as you
your car or your home. do not interfere with their

= Regardless of your citizenship activities and are not
status, you have constitutional ~ breaking any other law.
rights.

REDUCING YOUR RISK IF STOPPED

= You are not responsible for * Do not lie or give false

deescalating police. documents.
= Do stay calm. = Do prepare yourself and your
family.

= Do keep your hands where
police can see them.

= Do not interfere with or
obstruct the police.

= Do remember the details.

= Do file a written complaint or
call your local ACLU if you
feel your rights have been
violated.

This information is not intended as legal advice.
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Police are supposed to keep us safe and treat us all fairly, regardless of race,
ethnicity, national origin or religion. This card provides tips for interacting with
police and understanding your rights. Note: Some state laws may vary. Separate
rules apply at checkpoints and when entering the U.S. (including at airports).

IF YOU ARE STOPPED FOR QUESTIONING

Stay calm. Don’t run. Don’t argue, resist or obstruct the
police, even when you are innocent or police are violating your
rights. Keep your hands where police can see them.

Ask if you are free to leave. If the officer says yes, calmly
and silently walk away. If you are under arrest, you have a
right to know why.

You have the right to remain silent and cannot be
punished for refusing to answer questions. If you wish to
remain silent, tell the officer out loud. In some states, you
must give your name if asked to identify yourself.

You do not have to consent to a search of yourself or your
belongings, but police may “pat down” your clothing if they
suspect a weapon. You should not physically resist, but you
have the right to refuse consent for any search. If you do
consent, it can affect you later in court.

IF YOU ARE STOPPED IN YOUR CAR

Stop the car in a safe place as quickly as possible. Turn
off the car, turn on the internal light, open the window part
way and place your hands on the wheel.

BJOSOUUI

153

-o1dog oyroads & uo suonsanb Iemsue A[uo

1% nok ABs UBD pue ‘SULIOMSUR 9[(BJI0JWOodUN [99] NOA suoljsenb Aue
JI9MSUR 0} 9ABY 10U OP NOX *Jussatd JoAMe[ B 9ABY ‘MOIAIOIUL UB
0] 99458 NOK J| "POMIIAIIIUL dQ 0} JUBM 10U OP NOA Aes 03 1YSLI 33}
9ARY NOA ‘MOIAIOIUL UR J0J SUSe ] YIIM J90W 03 PAYSE aae NoA JT
*Jsayy

I9Ame] & 03 yeads 03 Juem NoL Juade oy [[9, ‘Suoisonb Lue romsue
0} 9ABY J0U OpP oK ‘90[dII0M IO SWOY INOA 03 SOW0d Jusse [qJ Ue J|

1894 3HL A8 A3LOV.INOD 4V NOA i

*100p
91} 95070 puk apIsIno dajs ‘sI901JJo oY) 03 eads 01 95007 NOK JT
*JUD[IS UTRWIAI 03 1YSLI 97} 9ABY NOL ‘YUBIIBM B dARY SIOTJJO JT UAT]

4 ‘61/8 N'TOV 243 £q peonpoid ‘[ouedse
£ so[8ur us Ioualqo opend os uPIqUIL) BI2(IR) BISH
‘yst{Sug] pue ystuedg UL S[qR[IBAR ST 8INYI0I] STY],

"90TApE [BS3] S8 PIPUSIUL J0U ST UOIJRULIOJUT STY ],

"JUSSUO0D INOYIIM dWOY B I9JUD 0} SIDITJO MO[[B J0U

so0p (yueLrem fgI) u01DLL0dap /]DA0WAL JO JUDLIDM Y “OPISUT ST uostad
9} 9AdT[aq A9 JT JURIIBM 9Y) UO PaISI[ Uosiad 91} JO dWOY YY) IoJUD

0 901[0d SMO[R JUD.LIDM JS2LID UY "PAIST] SWIIT YY) I0J PUL SBIIR )
oIe9s AUO UeD SIADIJJO IN( ‘YURITBM ) UO PIISI] SSOIPPR ) I9JU 0
901[0d SMO[[R JUD.LIDM 124D2S Y *IT 102dSUT UBD NOK 0S MOPUIM Y[} 0}
dn 71 p[oY 10 100p 97} JIIPUN JUBIIEM 9} AI[S 0 I9DIJJO Y SV
*a3pn(

¥ Aq PauSIs JUBIIEM © dARY A9Y[) SSI[UN UT WIDY) 9] 0} dARY

70U Op NOA ‘OWOY INOA 0} SWOD STUSFE UoT)BISTWWI 10 9d1[0d 83 JT

JINOH dNOA OL1 INO0D
SIN3IYV NOLLVUOININI 4O 30170d FHL I

Upon request, show police your driver’s license,
registration and proof of insurance.

If an officer or immigration agent asks to look inside
your car, you can refuse to consent to the search. But if
police believe your car contains evidence of a crime, your car
can be searched without your consent.

Both drivers and passengers have the right to remain
silent. If you are a passenger, you can ask if you are free to
leave. If the officer says yes, sit silently or calmly leave. Even if
the officer says no, you have the right to remain silent.

IF YOU ARE QUESTIONED ABOUT YOUR
IMMIGRATION STATUS

You have the right to remain silent and do not have to
discuss your immigration or citizenship status with
police, immigration agents or any other officials. You do not
have to answer questions about where you were born, whether
you are a U.S. citizen, or how you entered the country.
(Separate rules apply at international borders and airports,
and for individuals on certain non-immigrant visas, including
tourists and business travelers.)

If you are not a U.S. citizen and an immigration agent
requests your immigration papers, you must show them
if you have them with you. If you are over 18, carry your
immigration documents with you at all times. If you do not
have immigration papers, say you want to remain silent.

Do not lie about your citizenship status or provide
fake documents. 3





