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From the Executive Director and President 

It was 53 years ago that a group of attorneys met in Earl Larson’s living room in Minneapolis to found the ACLU 
of Minnesota.  These people could hardly have dreamed that from this small acorn would grow an organization 
of 10,000 people across Minnesota.  They could never have imagined that the ACLU of Minnesota would receive 
more than a thousand requests for aid last year.  Or, that it would have another office in Bemidji.  Or that it 
would publish a social studies curriculum for Junior High School Students. 

This reports briefly touches on some of last year’s highlights.  Many people have worked hard to grow the ACLU 
of Minnesota; many of them long time board members.  They have left the board because of term limits not be-
cause of any loss of interest in civil liberties.  We have said goodbye to former President Mike Goldner, Former 
Treasurer Chuck Silverman, former Secretary Chris Spotted Eagle, Liz Hawn, Pierce McNally, Former President 
Lawrence Field, Jerry Rauser and Jay Swanson.  They all worked to promote the ACLU as the bastion of liberty as 
the defender of last resort. 

We look forward to a bright future in which new board members will help shoulder the burden that others have 
carried and will move forward toward creating a Minnesota that strongly endorses individual liberties. 

Next year the ACLU of Minnesota will focus on increasing our public education efforts throughout the state.  Al-
though Nick Sikon has moved on, Jana Kooren his replacement has developed exciting new plans for next year.  
We plan on completely changing our web site and creating a more dynamic member portal.  Those changes 
alone will give us the opportunity to more effectively work with the legislature and the community at large.  It will 
enable the ACLU of Minnesota to rally more people more quickly to solve our common problems. 

Of course we will continue our program in Bemidji.  The Greater Minnesota Racial Justice Project (GMRJP) has 
raised the ACLU banner in a new part of the state and has focused attention, even national attention, on the 
problems faced by Native Americans living in a rural area.  We are proud to be able to support Audrey Thayer’s 
work. 

Thank you for your support and we look forward to working with you to make a stronger, more active ACLU of 
Minnesota in the future. 
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“Any society that 

would give up a little 

liberty to gain a little 

security will deserve 

neither and lose 

both.” 

-Benjamin Franklin 

April 2005—March 2006 at a glance 

Legal inquiries processed……………………………….…...1,200 est.  
Cases in litigation………………………………………………...14 
Volunteer attorneys……………………………………………….22 
New ACLU of Minnesota Members…………………………1,794  
Campus Clubs……………………………………………...……….8 
Interns and Law clerks………………………………………….. 
Website visits………………………………………………………..246,408 
Media “Appearances”……………………………………………25 
Speaking Appearances………………………………………….97 

A C L U  O F  M I N N E S O T A  
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Legal Cases 

Racial Profiling 
Berg v DEA 
 
In 2001, Bonita Berg was returning to Minnesota 
from Los Angeles and was in the airport when she 
was stopped.  Two DEA officials they said they 
were stopping her because they were checking 
for drugs or laundered money.  Bonita asked the 
officers “why did you stop me?”  They officers told 
her that her bag looked heavy.  Bonita, an African 
American woman told the officers that she be-
lieved she was being racially profiled and that 
they did not have a right to stop her.  They asked 
for her driver’s license and ticket, and they told 
her they wanted to search her carry-on luggage.  
All they found in the search was a bible, some 
clothes, and makeup.  They did not search her 
checked bag. After the search, the officers left.  
Bonita then contacted attorneys who through the 
help of the ACLU filed a lawsuit. The lawsuit was 
filed on constitutional claims citing the 4th 
amendment (unlawful search and seizure) & 5th 
amendment (racial discrimination). Since the 
lawsuit was officially filed in 2002, the govern-
ment has tried to get the lawsuit thrown out and 
to prevent the ACLU from taking depositions of 
the two officers. Their attempts failed.  Bonita 
Berg and her team of lawyers from Dorsey & Whit-
ney, ACLU, and Goins & Wood are awaiting the 
outcome from the hearing which was held in De-
cember 2006.  

Gay & Lesbian Rights 
SAGE v Maple Grove Sr. High 
 
It all started when one student noticed the dis-
parities between how her after school group, 
Straights and Gays for Equality (SAGE), and  other 
after schools groups were treated. The student 
filed an initial complaint in 2002 which resulted 
in the ACLU writing a letter to the school.  The 
student graduated soon after and the school 
didn’t change their policies.  Then two brave stu-
dents stepped forward to take on a lawsuit 
against their school.  These two students faced 
harassment by other students and listened as 
students used derogatory names against GLBT 
persons, and the school did nothing.  They de-
cided not to stand by idly when they noticed the 
preferential treatment that some student groups 
got, such as advertising their meeting times over 
the PA system or using the video system.  They 
were repeatedly denied access to these opportu-
nities.  Maple Grove High School has been fight-
ing against the students every step of the way.  
The ACLU first tried to settle this matter out of 
court, but when the school refused to comply, the 
ACLU, with the help of it’s volunteer attorneys 
from Robins, Kaplan Miller & Ciresi,  sued the 
school.  The Federal District Court granted an 
injunction in favor of the students that granted 
them equal access until the court case was 
heard.  The hearing was brought to court in Octo-
ber 2006; a decision is expected in January 



A C L U  O F  M I N N E S O T A  
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Voting Rights 
NCAI V Kiffmeyer 
 
A Consent Decree entered in fall 2005 has resolved the majority 
of our voting rights case against Secretary of State Kiffmeyer. 
The Consent Decree ensures that American Indian voters will be 
able to register to vote using their Tribal ID on the same par as a 
state-issued Driver’s License. Voting is at the core of our repre-
sentative democracy and this Consent Decree permanently re-
moves a significant obstacle to voting for many American Indians 
in this state. The Consent Decree was the result of a 2004 law-
suit that was filed in Federal District Court against Secretary of 
State Kiffmeyer for failing to reconcile Minnesota election law 
with federal law, including the Help America Vote Act of 2002 
(HAVA) and the Fourteenth Amendment right to Equal Protection. 
Minnesota law prohibited the use of a valid, federally-recognized 
tribal ID for election-day registration if the citizen did not live on a 
reservation. Additionally, if the voter’s tribal ID did not include an 
address, Minnesota law prohibited acceptance of the ID together 
with a current utility bill to show the voter’s current address. This 
in spite of the fact that the law allowed other forms of ID without 
a current address if provided with a current utility bill. We ob-
tained a TRO shortly before the 2004 election, allowing individu-
als to register using a tribal ID whether or not they live on the 
reservation. 

The remainder of the lawsuit relating to HAVA compliance was 
voluntarily dismissed without prejudice, and the ACLU-MN will be 
working to get the legislature to adopt changes to state law to 
ensure full compliance. 

Youth Rights 

ACLU-MN volunteer attorney, Jordan Kushner, filed a free speech brief in an appeal on 
behalf of a seventh-grader who was adjudicated a petty offender for drawing a cartoon 
with violent themes. The brief argues that our client should not have been found to 
have violated the state’s disorderly conduct law because there was insufficient evi-
dence to suggest that the pure speech of the cartoon constituted conduct prohibited 
by law. The brief also argues that the cartoon constituted protected speech for which 
he cannot be punished. The Minnesota Supreme Court has held that, as applied to 
pure speech, Minnesota’s disorderly conduct law may only be applied to unprotected 
speech such as fighting words. Our client’s cartoon was created as a therapeutic re-
sponse to bullying that he had experienced at school. It did not fit the definition of 
fighting words, and the Court did not determine that it fell into any other category of 
unprotected speech such as a “true threat.” 

Due Process 
Minneapolis V Kuhlman /Photo Cop 
 
In December 2005, the ACLU filed a motion seeking the courts legal opinion on the 
validity of the use of cameras to catch traffic violations in Minneapolis 
In its brief, the ACLU-MN argued that in Minnesota petty misdemeanor prosecutions, 
the prosecutor has the burden of proof to show that an individual is guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt.  The Minneapolis ordinance relieves the prosecutor from the burden 
to prove that the owner was actually the driver of the vehicle that was photographed 
going through the red light.  
 
In March 2006, Hennepin County District Court Judge Mark Wernick invalidated a Min-
neapolis ordinance permitting the use of cameras to catch traffic violations, agreeing 
with the position presented by the Minnesota affiliate of the American Civil Liberties 
Union that the ordinance stood in violation of state law.   The city of Minneapolis ap-
pealed, and the ACLU is awaiting the results of the Court of Appeals Hearing. 
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Prisoners Rights 
Prison Legal News v Fabian 
 
The ACLU-MN was involved in two important cases protecting the rights of 
prisoners.  Access to legal information is the most fundamental tool that 
prisoners have to protect their rights.  It is critical for inmates to be in-
formed of their rights so that they can advocate on their own behalf when 
their rights are being denied.  In Prison Legal News v. Fabian, we averted 
direct litigation when we were able to convince the Minnesota Department 
of Corrections (MN-DOC) to amend its rules and allow inmates in segrega-
tion to have access to legal publications.  The ACLU-MN and the ACLU Na-
tional Prison Project had planned to file a lawsuit on behalf of the legal 
publication Prison Legal News, which would have been censored under the 
new rule.  The DOC capitulated to a demand letter that was sent to them 
one week before filing the lawsuit.  They adopted a new policy that will al-
low inmates in segregation to receive legal publications. Minnesotans value 
constitutional rights, and we applaud the Department of Corrections’ move 
to lift this ban on legal information.  

Prisoners Rights 
Carrillo v Fabian 
 
In Carrillo v. Fabian, we filed an amicus curiae brief with the Minnesota Supreme 
Court arguing that the Minnesota Department of Corrections inmate discipline proc-
ess violates their right to due process because the standard for determination of 
whether or not they have violated prison rules is too low.  The current policy allows 
discipline – which can lengthen the time that the inmate is incarcerated – if there is 
“some evidence on the record” that points to guilt.  Thus, an inmate could face disci-
pline even if the weight of the evidence points to their innocence.  The Minnesota 
Supreme Court invalidated disciplinary procedures, ruling that a higher standard of 
proof is required for discipline that results in extended incarceration.  

Citizen Participation 
Unity Church et al. v State of Minnesota 
 
In a case about the values we put on citizen participation and over-
sight of the legislative process, we participated as amicus curiae in a 
lawsuit challenging the method that the Minnesota Legislature used to 
adopt a controversial bill on handgun permits.  In Unity Church et. al. v. 
State of Minnesota, we argued that the Minnesota Citizens Personal 
Protection Act (MCPPA), which was amended onto an unrelated DNR 
bill, violated the Minnesota constitutional requirement that legislation 
be related to a single subject.  The Minnesota Court of Appeals held 
that the MCPPA violated the single-subject provision and severed it 
from the rest of the bill.  In spite of the fact that four courts have ruled 
against them, the State of Minnesota petitioned the Minnesota Su-
preme Court for review of the case.  The State dropped its appeal 
when the Legislature passed a stand-alone bill replacing the legislation 
that was struck down. 

The plaintiffs in the case also raised a free exercise of religion claim, 
arguing that the law interfered with the ability of churches to ban 
weapons on their property including parking lots, and  it interfered with 
their ability to choose the way in which they wished to communicate 
their desire to keep weapons off their property.  Because the initial law 
was invalidated on other grounds, the district Court and the Court of 
Appeals never reached the free exercise of religion claim.  When the 
new law was passed, the plaintiffs again filed a lawsuit challenging the 
law, this time putting the free exercise claim front and center.  The 
ACLU-MN is preparing to participate as amicus curiae in support of 
their cause if the case reaches the Court of Appeals. 

Volunteer Attorneys: Bill Pentelovitch and Dawn VanTassel, Maslon, 
Edelman, Borman & Brand. 

Legal Cases 
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Tribal ID Cards 

In the Senate Elections Committee, we testified in 
favor of SF2976.  The bill would make it easier for 
individuals to register to vote at the polling place.  
We support the bill because it will further Minne-
sota’s long and proud tradition of encouraging 
voter turnout, and will reduce the barriers faced by 
eligible voters who wish to register and vote on 
election day.  The bill would also serve to meet 
and exceed the Tribal ID requirements of the con-
sent decree that we obtained in ACLU, et. al. v. 
Kiffmeyer.  The bill successfully passed through 
the House and Senate and was signed into law by 
Governor Pawlenty. 

Medical Assistance Liens 

In 2003 the Minnesota Legislature redefined 
a type of property interest, known as a Life 
Estate, that originated in the early 1600’s.  
They turned this 400-year-old principle of 
property law on its head to make it easier for 
them to collect money from medical assis-
tance recipients after their death.  The ACLU-
MN opposed the new law because it was 
applied retroactively to and amounted to an 
unconstitutional takings without just compen-
sation.  The Minnesota Legislature agreed 
and in 2005, they changed the law so that it 
did not apply to Life Estates created before 
the law went into effect.  

A C L U  O F  M I N N E S O T A  Legislative 

Reproductive Freedom 

The ACLU of Minnesota testified against the 
“Positive Alternatives Act” which  prohibits a preg-
nancy counseling organization that receives state 
funds to promote any organizations that promote 
abortion or any organizations that are affiliated 
with promoting abortion as an option.    First off, 
the ACLU-MN testified that because the bill does 
not define what is an “affiliate” of an organization, 
this broad scope will place too great a burden on 
women and organizations.  Furthermore, the ACLU 
also testified that it could interfere with a woman’s 
right to reproductive decisions.  However, the leg-
islature did not agree with the ACLU it passed into 
law in 2005. 

 DNA Samples 

The ACLU-MN opposed a bill to re-
quire individuals arrested for cer-
tain felonies to provide a DNA sam-
ple for inclusion in the state regis-
try.  We argued that individuals 
should be presumed innocent until 
proven guilty.  We also argued that 
the Fourth Amendment protects 
individuals from being forced to 
submit to this type of search with-
out a warrant based on probable 
cause.  The 2005 Legislature 
passed the bill over our objections.  

Funeral Protests 

During the 2006 Legislative Session, the ACLU-MN worked to fix an 
unconstitutional bill outlawing protests near funerals.  The bill was 
aimed at the virulent funeral protests, lead by the Reverend Fred 
Phelps, which have taken place around the country.  We argued 
that the bill was a well-intentioned but seriously flawed proposal.  In 
effect the bill should have been called the Fred Phelps Full Funding 
Act.  While we do not have any plans to challenge the law, it is likely 
that it will be challenged – probably by Phelps himself– and that he 
will likely be successful and be awarded attorney’s fees, which will 
fund his organization for a long time to come.  We tried to get the 
Legislature to fix the bill so that it would not be vulnerable to a con-
stitutional challenge.  The bill ultimately passed and we have yet to 
see whether it will be subjected to a constitutional challenge. 

Immigration 

The ACLU-MN testified in several hearings dur-
ing the 2006 session opposing various anti-
immigrant measures.  We argued that immigra-
tion is a federal matter and should be left to the 
federal government.  We also argued that enlist-
ing local police to enforce immigration law 
would be bad for public safety.  Police officers 
count on the cooperation and trust of the peo-
ple they serve and their job would be much 
more difficult if undocumented immigrants are 
fearful of talking with police about crimes in 
their neighborhoods.  The proposals ultimately 
did not pass.  
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Court Monitoring Program 

     The Greater Minnesota Racial Justice 
Project began its court monitoring program 
early in 2005.  By fall, five volunteers were 
on board to observe court proceedings in 
Beltrami County.  Those observations re-
vealed that 37% of people going through the 
court system are Native American while the 
population is only 18% Native American.  By 
creating a presence in the courtroom, we are 
promoting accountability, raising public 
awareness, and learning to advocate for 
resources for improvements. 
 The ACLU of Minnesota believes 
that the presence of observers in the court-
room can promote accountability and serve 
as a strong reminder that the public has a 
vested interest in what happens there. Court 
monitoring programs can provide a forum for 
constructive dialogue among citizens, the 
judiciary, and other members of the criminal 
justice system.  

Native American reservations span seventeen different Minnesota counties, most of which are located in the rural, north central part of the state 
where law enforcement is not as regulated as it is in other areas of the state.  Some of these counties reflect appalling arrest rates of this popula-
tion.  In Cass County, for example, Native Americans make up only 11.5 percent of the population yet account for 54.9 percent of the ar-
rests.  When these crimes are broken down, the discrepancies become even more blatant.  Native Americans in Cass County represent 68.18 per-
cent of those arrested for assault, 78.26 percent arrested for vandalism, 65.52 percent arrested for disorderly conduct, and 77.78  percent ar-
rested for motor vehicle theft.   In addition, there are twenty-four counties in Minnesota, over one-fourth of the state's total, which arrest Native 
Americans at rates of four or more times their represented population.    

Greater Minnesota Racial Justice Project (GMRJP) 

Community Partners 

Building good community partners is essential to ending the racial discrimination, building rela-
tionships with local law enforcement, legislators, (both Tribal and Minnesota State), the media 
and local politicians is key to advancing our agenda.   

Working within the Native Community 

Support from the Native Community is key to the work 
of the GMRJP.  The dedicated staff of the GMRJP regu-
larly attend Indian gatherings distributing education 
materials such as constitutions and starting discussion 
groups on racial justice.  The GMRJP Coordinator, was 
invited to participate as a representative of the ACLU at 
all three local reservations at ceremonies to address 
youth issues.  The GMRJP also supports the efforts that 
the Native Communities undertake such as promoting 
the Healing Walk from Leech Lake to Red Lake .   
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Round Table Discussions 
 
The Greater Minnesota Racial Justice Project also  

facilitated a series of three Community Round Table Discus-
sions intended to educate and engage our public citizens. 
The first, held in November 2005 presented a panel of the 9th 
Judicial District Public Defenders to talk about their profes-
sional experiences and to answer questions.  The second 
Round Table Discussion, in January 2006, was about Court 
Monitoring and Navigating the Legal System presented by a 
local attorney.  The third in the series, held in March, was a 
lecture on Racial Profiling presented by Myron Orfield, author 
of the 2003 Minnesota study.  

A C L U  O F  M I N N E S O T A  

 

Education 

THE GMRJP spent the year with emphasis on edu-
cation within the local tribal school and colleges 
within the seven county area.  Spoke at classes at 
least once a month (excluding the summer) at 
Bemidji State University, Leech Lake Tribal College, 
Bug School, Cass Lake High School, Northwest 
Technical College and the Youth Build Program.  
These speeches covered topics on racial profiling, 
justice issues and constitutional Issues.   Audrey 
Thayer, the GMRJP Coordinator was invited to be 
the Keynote Speaker at Bemidji State University for 
their Human Rights Day in June of 2005. The me-
dia also played a critical role in educating the pub-
lic on our message.  The GMRJP was invited to 
present on various live radio shows, and submitted 
many editorials that were published in papers 
throughout Minnesota. 

Youth Initiatives 

The GMRJP partnered with Youth Build  to 
educate its participants on police profiling.  
It has also worked to recruit youth to par-
ticipate in the Blandin Youth Summit a 
state wide imitative to build youth leader-
ship.  

Voting Initiatives 

The ACLU of Minnesota believes 
strongly in voting and the right to 
vote.  GMRJP carried out many edu-
cation projects within the commu-
nity on educating people on the 
importance of voting and working 
with local other organizations to Get 
Out The Vote.  
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Student Groups 

During this time period both Hamline Law School, & 
William Mitchell College of Law were in the beginning 
stages of their student groups.  The groups now boast 
between 20 – 30 members. Students at Macalester 
College also began forming their own student group. To 
date, there are student groups at University of Minne-
sota Law School, Hamline Law School, William Mitchell 
School of Law, Carleton College, Macalester College, 
University of Minnesota Duluth, & University of Minne-
sota—Mankato.  There is even an organized group at 
Chaska High School!  These groups have hosted speak-
ers, held discussions and facilitated other education 
projects at their respective schools.  

PRIDE 

As the summer time came strolling 
in, so did an event that always 
proves to be a good time: Pride.  
As usual, the ACLU-MN had a 
booth at the Pride Festival where 
they handed out mini constitutions 
and educated people on the fa-
mous GLBT rights cases in Minne-
sota.  The ACLU-MN loves to show 
its PRIDE! 

Banned Book Week 

The ACLU-MN executed an enormous pro-
ject during Banned Book Week in Septem-
ber.  The ACLU-MN joined forces with librar-
ies, bookstores and other local partners.  
Although not new, this topic is continually a 
hot point in the community with recent 
books including  Harry Potter, and old clas-
sics like the Catcher in the Rye continually 
being challenged across the country by par-
ents, schools and government officials.  The 
ACLU hosted numerous banned book read-
ings in bookstores across the Twin Cities 
with various local celebrity readers including 
Channel 11 weekend newscaster Rick Kup-
chella, and local bar owner Kieran Folliard.  
The events were well attended and received 
by the public. 

Constitution Day 

Another favorite fall event is Constitution 
Day, which is on September 17th, but  this 
year it was celebrated on the 16th so it could 
take place during a school day.  The ACLU-
MN celebrated in a big way by speaking at 
schools all over the Twin Cities region.  The 
board also got involved and helped to spread 
the word about the wonder of the bill of 
rights.  The ACLU-MN also handed out cool 
“prizes” including  a pocket-sized copy of the 
constitution.  Throughout all of last year, they 
gave away more than 10,000 copies of the 
constitution. 

Public Education 
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Earl Larson Award 

In 1997, the Minnesota Civil Liberties Union (now the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Minnesota) established the Earl Larson 
award to honor an attorney who has supported the work of civil 
liberties throughout his or her lifetime.  The award was named 
after Earl Larson who besides being a founder of Lindquist and 
Vennum and a federal judge was one of the founders of the 
MCLU. 

This year the ACLU–MN honored Jack Davies. The board chose 
Mr.  Davies to receive this award because of his long commitment 
to civil liberties in general and to the ACLU in particular; because 
of his key decisions on the Court of Appeals; and because of your 
two and half decades in the Minnesota Senate and as a law pro-
fessor at William Mitchell College of Law.  
Davies served as a Minnesota state senator for 24 years, and as 
a professor at William Mitchell College of Law for 25 years.  His 
proudest achievement in the legislature was passage of the no-
fault automobile insurance law, which reformed Minnesota’s sys-
tem of compensating automobile accident victims.  In addition to 
no-fault, Davies, as a senator, was chief author of more than 54 
major laws, and dozens of more routine matters.  
Davies was appointed to the Court of Appeals by Governor Perpich 
on July 1, 1990.  Among Judge Davies’ significant opinions are In 
Re Guardianship of Kowalski, 478 N.W.2d 790 (Minn. App. 1991)  
(ending a seven-year struggle between the parents and partner of 
a brain-injured lesbian); Lundman v. McKown, 530 N.W.2d 807  
(Minn. App. 1995) (relating to the civil liability of Christian Scien-
tist parents and caregivers for the death of a diabetic child); and 
State v. Carter, 545 N.W.2d 695 (Minn. App. 1996) (a search 
case that was affirmed by the U.S. Supreme Court).  Congratula-

Civil Liberties Forum 

The majority of the Public Education projects 
were developing and marketing the TV-
miniseries “Civil Liberties Forum.” This excit-
ing miniseries covers a wide range of topics 
such as “Racial Profiling after 9/11,” 
“Reproductive Freedom in St. Paul,” “Privacy 
and Technology in the Digital Age” and many 
more!  They include guest speakers from the 
ACLU-MN’s Board of Directors and other 
local well known community members such 
as Mark Yost, Tim Stanley & Ed Butterfoss.  
Episodes of “Civil Liberties Forum” were 
shown and are currently being shown at over 
a dozen public access television stations 
across the state. The ACLU-MN also assisted 
in distributing the National ACLU’s TV mini-
series entitled “ACLU Freedom Files,” which 
was produced and directed by Emmy Award 
winner Jeremy Kagan. They cover topics 
such as The Supreme Court and The Patriot 
Act.  Both mini-series are powerful learning 
tools that the ACLU will continue to use to 
educate Minnesotans.  Now that the Na-
tional ACLU office has been producing vid-
eos, the ACLU-MN decided to cool its jets for 
a while and redirect the money that was 
being used to produce the programs to focus 
on other areas of interest. 

Howard Dean Speaks on Civil Liberties 
 
In April 2005 Howard Dean came to Min-
nesota and gave a rousing speech on civil 
liberties to a crowd of 100 civil liberties 
enthusiasts.  This event was done as a 
fundraiser for the ACLU of Minnesota.  
Thank you to Howard Dean and all those 
who attended.  

A C L U  O F  M I N N E S O T A  
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Program & Services 

Admin & Management 

Fundraising 

Legislative 

Expenditures 2005-06 

Expenditures 
 
Programs and Services  $270,655 
 
Admin & Management     $79,788 
 
Fundraising      $61,545 
 
Legislative        $30,515 
 
Total Expenditures                 $442,412 

Revenue 
 
Membership Share  $188,030 
 
Contributions   $180,992 
 
GMRJP    $120,281 
 
Deferred Compensation $16,952 
 
Interest and Dividends  $11,893 
 
Total Income   $518,148 

Revenue 2005-06 

Membership Share 

Contributions 

Deferred Compensation 

Interest & Dividends 

GMRJP 

Financials 
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Carl Emery 
Barbara Foster 
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Alan & Judith Hoffman 
Randall & Julie Holmes 
Jean Hoyer 
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Susan Jacobson 
Herdis Jensen 
Morton & Merle Kane 
Elliot Kaplan 
Kimberly & Gary Kieves 
David Koenig 
Ann Marie & John Laurent 
Jerry Lefevre & Jennifer Gross 
Rebecca Lindholm 
Anthony Lourey & Marlana Benzie-
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Rufus Lumry 
Thomas Lutgens 
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Steven Harp 
Alfred Hauwiller 
Earl Heaps 
Kenneth Holmbeck 
Jack Intveld 
Nancy Jones 
Howard Josephs 
Janet Karon & Warren Howe 
Aaron Kirkemo 
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Donors 
Aaron Kirkemo 
Jeffrey Klepfer 
Richard Knutson 
Joanne Krieger & Robert Woodford 
Brian Krysinski 
Jean Kummerow 
Perrin & David Lilly 
William Lloyd 
Sharon & Neal Lockwood 
Dorothy Ludlow Uhlman 
Reed MacKenzie 
Mark Malone 
Lorraine Mau 
Sheila McNally 
Jennifer Mewaldt 
Herman Miller 
Larry & Elizabeth Mitchell 
Eric Newman 
John O'Keefe 
Lawrence Price 
Jerry Rauser 
Jacque Reidelberger 
Abigail Ring 
James Stensvold 
John Stiefel 
William Stokke 
Robert Striker & Patrice Tetta 
Steve Suckow & Holly Ziemer 
James Sullivan 
Evelyn Swenson 
Byron Thayer 
Lelynn Trumbull 
John Ursu 

Fred & Linda Blaisdell 
Martha Tomhave Blauvelt 
Walter & Jacqueline Blue 
William Blum & Susan Brown 
Iver Bogen 
Thomas & Jennifer Bohmbach 
Jennifer Bohmbach 
James Bowlus 
W. Mark & Kathryn Brutinel 
Christopher Buckley 
Ronald & Lydia Burke 
William & Ann Bushnell 
Richard Cabot 
Shirley Campbell 
Brad Carlin 
Alan Carlson 
Emmett Carson 
Marion Casey 
William Child 
Galadriel Chilton 
Charles Cole 
James Conway 
Benjamin Cooper 
John Couch 
Gary Crawford 
Gregory Cummins 
Tom Cytron-Hysom 
Michael Dammeyer 
Peter Danbury 
Jack Davies 
Robert Davis 
Kathleen Davis 
Paula Decosse 

Lisa Vervena & Orhan Soykan 
Mary Ann Wark 
Jeffrey Watson 
Frederick Weiner 
Patricia Weller 
Elizabeth Welsh 
Mark & Susan Widdel 
Marilyn & Michael Woolley 
Julie Worwa 
Merle Wovcha 
C. Nick Zeller 
 
Bill of Rights Defenders 
$250 to$299 
 
David Abrams 
Janine Allison 
Robert Anderson 
Greg Anderson 
Douglas Armato 
Robert Aronson 
Louis Asher 
C. Vaughn Asselstine 
Laird Barber 
Margaret Barbis 
Kenneth Barklind 
H. Bass 
Malcom Bastrom 
Peter & Betty Belfiore 
Robert Berg 
Sally Berg 
Carol Bergenstal 
Joel Bergstrom & Laura Lassor 

Sandra Denman & James Grins-
felder 
Allen Desmond 
Dan Dodds 
Dean Doering 
John Dreelan 
C. R. Duroe 
Sine Duus 
Robert Eigen 
Pam Elliott & Jane Skorina 
Dave & Joan Ellison 
Sandra Engquist 
Eleanor Felker 
Andrea & Mark Feshbach 
Paul Figlmiller 
Caren Fitzgerald & Todd Mitchell 
George Flannery 
Mavis Flemmer 
Jeanne Forneris 
Gene & Charlotte Frampton 
Arvonne & Don Fraser 
Arnold Fredrickson 
Jean Freeman & Bruce Golob 
Daniel Freiberg 
Jack Fribley 
Carrie Fried 
Joseph Fuemmeler 
John & Lois Geist 
Bernard & Beverly Gerzevske 
Gerald Gilchrist 
Bonnie Goldsmith 
Larry & Patsy Gottschalk 
Calvin Gower 
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Gregory Korgeski 
Byron Kremenak & Nancy Walden 
Walter Kuckes 
Raymond Kurthnelson 
Ronald Kyllonen 
Gregory Labelle 
Karen Larsen 
Wilbur Layton 
James Lendway 
Michael Levy 
Ward & Susan Lewis 
Tina Liebling & Mark Liebow 
Christopher Ludewig 
John Lundsten 
Robert MacDonald 
Mary Jo Malecha 
Carol Manning 
Philip & Marcia Marcus 
Ann & Michael Markman 
Dave Martin 
Rachel Matney 
Wallace McKay 
Robert McKlveen 
Douglas McNair & Paula Fleming 
Robert McReavy 
Thomas McVay 
William Melton 
Joseph Mengel 
Daniel Mikel 
John Mills 
Ruth Mitchell 
Shirley Moore 
Elizabeth Murray  

Seth Grossinger 
Jean & Bruce Grussing 
William Gullickson 
Christopher Gwinn 
Maureen Hackett 
Michael Hallenbeck 
Roger Heegaard 
Lisa Heidenreich 
Richard Hendrickson 
Deborah Hennrikus 
Jeffrey Hill 
Alan Hooper 
Charles Horowitz & Barbara Haugen 
Alice Huisenfeldt 
Eric Jaffa 
Duane Johnson 
Eric Johnson 
Timothy Johnson 
Robert Johnson 
Philip Dexter Johnson 
Burgess Johnson 
Michael Jonak 
Marty Jones & Harold Fagley 
Aina Jutsum 
Gerald Kalina 
Michael Kazemek 
Audra Keller 
John Kelly 
James Kenna 
Barbara Kenyon 
Jack Kettlewell 
Alec Kloss 
Nancy & Donald Koch 

Robert & Phyllis Narveson 
George Nelson 
Stanley & Barbara Nelson 
Laurence North 
Tom & P. Olander 
Steven Olson 
Joan & Richard Olson 
James  Ostgard 
Constance Otis 
Teresa Otoole 
Kathleen Park 
Deborah Pile 
George Rabasa 
Ken Rafowitz 
E. Reed 
William & Leola Rempel 
Wayne Richardson 
Thomas Robbins 
Stephen Rolf 
Sara Rouner 
David Rugg 
William Ruhl 
Melville & Irene Sahyun 
Robert Salisbury 
Mary Salter 
Garrett Sampson 
Sandra Sandell 
Kenneth & Barbara Sanderson 
Richard & Donna Sandhofer 
Clayton Sankey 
Steven Sarafolean 
Frederick & Ruth Sauer 
Thomas Saylor  

Maggy Schneider 
Donald Schultz 
Karen Seashore & Dan Bratton 
Janice Severs 
Morris & Judy Sherman 
Rebecca Shockley 
Paul Sholtz 
Tom Sibley & Jennifer Galovich 
Erik Sjoberg 
Shirley Snackenberg 
Herbert Snyder 
David Sommer 
Marcia Sonmor 
David Steimer 
Michael Stein & Lynn Borden 
Paul & Sheila Steiner 
Judith Stephens 
Gunnar Stickler 
Carol Stoddart & Karl Groth 
Judith Strong 
Cindy Swessel-Hofer & Kent Hofer 
Robert & Pat Sykes 
Ned & Edward Taylor 
Jane Telleen 
Jamie & Tamara Thingelstad 
Roxanne Thomas 
Gordon Travis 
John & Maureen Trepp 
Emily Anne & Gedney Tuttle 
Daniel Tysver & Jennifer Stoos 
Richard & Marian Van Dellen 
Lee Volz 
Paul Vonkuster 
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Donors 

Legacy of Liberty:  
The DeSilver Society 
 
DeSilver Society members have 
made a lasting commitment to 
defend civil liberties by naming 
the ACLU Foundation in their wills 
or through other long-term means 
of giving.  

Michael Behr 
Walter Bielski 
Iver Bogen 
E. Philip & Helen Bremmer 
Michael Debelak and Janet Conn 
Paul & Meredith Falley 
Dudley Flamm 
Albert Goins 
Peter J. Keers 
Thomas A. Marzolf 
Daniel F. Paskewitz 
Douglas Polley 
Jacque H. Reidelberger 
Ira L. Reiss 
Mike Reynolds 
Myles Spicer 
Gwenyth Jones Spitz 
Florence Walton 
Frank and Laurel Winsor 
Anonymous (9)  

John Wagner 
Diane Waller 
Cassie Warner 
Charles Weber 
Roger Weisheim 
James Wellman 
Gayle Werness 
Mark Westman 
David Whitcomb 
Richard & Barbara Whiting 
Richard Wielkiewicz 
John & Diane Williams 
John Windhorst 
Anthony & Virginia Woodcock 
Paula Woods 
Alan Woolworth 
Anthony Wronski 
Eleanor & John Yackel 
Jane Young 
James  Yount 
William Zimmermann 
Elmer Zoff 
Donna  Zubert 
Mark Zweber  

The American Civil Liberties Union of Minneosta 
gratefully acknowledges all of their contributors to the 
ACLU and the ACLU Foundation during our fiscal year 
2006 (April1, 2005—March 31, 2006) 

If your name has been listed incor-
rectly or omitted, please accept our 
apology. Please contact us at 651-
645-4097 x127 or mmiller@aclu-
mm.org to let us know how you would 
like your name to appear in future 
acknowledgments or if you would l 
prefer to be listed anonymously.  

Create a legacy of liberty by investing in the future of the ACLU Foundation through a 
planned gift such as a bequest or life income plan.  Join over 2,000 ACLU supporters 

who have become members of The DeSilver Society by making a legacy gift. 

A Legacy Gift Can: 

 Create a Legacy of Liberty for the ACLU 

 Provide More for Your Loved Ones 

 Reduce Estate and Income Taxes 

 Minimize Probate Costs for Your Family 

 Increase Your Income 
 

Your gift will provide the ACLU Foundation, at the national and local level, the re-
sources it needs to protect civil liberties for future generations. 

For more information, please contact: 

A C L U  F O U N D A T I O N  O F F I C E  O F  G I F T  P L A N N I N G  
125 Broad Street, New York, NY 10004 

T O L L - F R E E :  ( 8 7 7 )  8 6 7 - 1 0 2 5  E - M A I L :  D E S I L V E R @ A C L U . O R G  
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Volunteer Attorneys  
 
Tim Branson, Dorsey & Whitney, LLP 
Gillian Brennan, Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Howard Bass, Bass & Peck 
Howard Carp, Borkon, Ramstad, Mariani, Fishman and Carp 
Kathy Davis, Henson & Efron, P.A. 
Skip Durocher, Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Al Goins, Goins & Woods 
Angela Hall, Dorsey & Whitney, LLP 
Thomas Kayser, Robins, Kaplan,Miller & Ciresi  
Elizabeth C. Kramer, Leonard, Street and Deinard 
Linnihan Foy 
Mike Merissa, Merissa Law Office 
Michael Okerlund, Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi 
Bill Pentelovitch, Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand, LLP 
David Pinto, Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P. 
Chris Seidl, Merchant & Gould 
Marc Simpson, Leonard, Street and Deinard 
David Sullivan, Lindquist & Vennum 
David Trevor, Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Dawn Van Tassel, Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand 
Robin Wolpert, Greene Espel 
Gary Wood, Minneapolis 
Joanna Woolman, Goins & Woods  

Volunteers & Student Interns 

Joseph Dieckhaus, Heather Diersen, Benjamin Feist, Austin Franklin, 
Sonia Gill, Adam Goldhammer, Christopher Gorman, Cathy Hanson, 
Amber Hayes, Trevor Helmers, Andrea Hoyt, Carolyn Jackson, Scott 
Johnson, Mara Michaletz, Andrea Palumbo, Chad Ramgren, Rebecca 
Reinhart, Dori Smith, Rachael Smith, Margie Sollinger, Carolyn Tuttle, 
Kevin Wells, Diana Yund 

Volunteers at the Greater Minnesota Racial justice Project 

Lisa Boulay, Char Fisher Donovan Goodman, Kent Hering, Carol 
Kelly, Erinn Kroeger Carly Melin, Reed Olson, Jessica Santala, 
Pollard Sorquist, Katie Sterns,  

ACLU of Minnesota would like to offer our sincere thanks to everyone 
who has helped the ACLU-MN accomplish its many goals. Thank you to 
the Volunteer Attorneys who have donated their time and expertise to 
handle legal cases in defense of civil liberties.  Thank you to the many 
student interns and volunteers who have dedicated hours upon hours to 
help with intake and whatever tasks are thrown their way.    

Volunteers 
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Board of Directors 
 

President:  Susan Jacobson 
Vice President: Jill Kielblock 
Secretary: Chris Spotted Eage 
Treasurer: Charles Silverman 
 
Howard Bass, Joel Bergstrom, Tim Branson, Edwin  Butterfoss, Celeste Carty, Lawrence Field, 
Deb Flemming, Burt Garr, Albert Goins, Ron de Harpporte, Wallace Hilke, Jeffrey Keyes, Jona-
than Lebedoff, Raleigh Levine, Therese Marso, Jennifer Martin, Pierce McNally, Todd Note-
boom, Diane O’Brien, Rebecca Rand, Jerry Rauser,  Paul Redleaf, Cris Stainbrook,  
Steven Suckow, Jay Swanson, Robin Michelle Wolpert, Cassandra Warner, Charlann Winking 

Staff 
 
Charles Samuelson—Executive Director 
Teresa Nelson—Legal Counsel 
Audrey Thayer—Greater Minnesota Racial Justice Project Coordinator 
Nick Sikon—Public Education Coordinator 
Gina Walters—Court Monitoring Coordinator 
Fatema Monsour—Office Assistant 

Note—Howard Dean not on staff** 



 

Annual Report Editor: Jana Kooren 

Graphic Design (cover art): Linnihan Foy 

Founded in 1952 as the Minnesota 
Civil Liberties Union, the ACLU-MN 
fights to protect the civil liberties of 
Minnesotans through litigation, 
public education, and lobbying     
related to legislation that impacts 
civil liberties and civil rights.   

The ACLU-MN is currently 10,000    
members strong and is growing  
everyday. 



 

American Civil Liberties Union         
of Minnesota 
450 N Syndicate  
Suite 230 
Saint Paul, MN 55104 
 

Address Service Requested 


